                                               EMAILS TO MATTHEW EISLEY

	Subject: 
	Re: Fwd: your statement

	Date: 
	Mon, 05 Oct 2009 21:15:03 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Matthew Eisley <meisley@newsobserver.com>

	CC: 
	powelldr@email.unc.edu

	
	




Matthew::

Powell wrote
"Before this incident, Cramer called me a "coward" and "fascist" for claims I have made against the YWC leadership as a columnist for The Daily Tar Heel."

That is a lie.  He has cited NOTHING that substantiates this statement and he cannot.  There is no possible interpretation of what is in my response to the Tarheel other than yours.  As I have noted in another Email, he made other statements that are false, misleading, and unverifiable.  This is unworthy of the N&O.   
 I believe that I am owed a a retraction and apology by both the N&O and Powell.  I suggest  that an appropriate response by the N&O is to publish a column by me of comparable length along with a statement along the following lines.

In the Faceoff column of October 5, Domenic Powell made statements that are false, misleading, and unverifiable. In particular, his claim that Professor Cramer called him a "coward" and "fascist" is false.  The N&O regrets publishing these false statements.

I expect a similar public admission by Mr. Powell.

I have always respected YOUR writings, particularly with regard to death penalty issues where I have relied on your reporting.  Your column, while not always complimentary, was certainly fair and balanced;  Powell's was not.

	Subject: 
	Domenic Powell's connection

	Date: 
	Mon, 05 Oct 2009 22:01:48 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Matthew Eisley <meisley@newsobserver.com>


(statement by Domenic Powell)

"I am not a member of SDS nor am I one of the anonymous makers of the flier.
I am a known member of the UNC Protester's Defense Committee, along with
Haley Koch, which serves as the central hub for for any YWC-opposition
activities since April 14th."

This was not mentioned in today's paper as a relevant connection; it 
should have been.  I presume you did not know this.  Obviously this 
makes the need for a retraction and apology stronger.

Elliot

	Subject: 
	letter to editor

	Date: 
	Thu, 08 Oct 2009 16:43:36 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Forum@newsobserver.com

	CC: 
	Matthew Eisley <meisley@newsobserver.com>


I would appreciate your publishing this promptly, given the false
allegations in your recent faceoff article


October 8, 2009

To the Editor
Cc Matthew Eisley

I enjoyed Matthew Eisley's "faceoff" note about my "colt 45"
Email involving YWC (Youth for Western Civilization).  Domenic
Powell is another matter and I appreciate Eisley's setting the
record straight. I never called Powell a "coward", referring
instead to anonymous authors of a scurrilous flier.  Replying to
Powell's Daily Tarheel article (which the Tarheel refused to
publish), I identified "the disruption of University sanctioned
events"  as "perhaps fascist" but did not so identify Powell.


Powell suggests that I and YWC sympathizers threatened Haley
Koch.  This is false; I threatened no one.  I have had a cordial
relationship with Haley, a bright, talented, charming young
woman.  Unlike Haley , I am committed to civil discourse.  That
is why I agreed to be the YWC adviser, though I do not support
much of its conservative philosophy.

Like Eisley I deplore the fact that the Daily Tarheel identified
Powell only as a "columnist" rather than as a "known member of
the UNC Protester's Defense Committee ... the central hub for any
YWC-opposition".  Given Powell's false statements about YWC, I
should have been given a adequate opportunity to respond.

Further information is on my website
http://www.unc.edu/~cramer/ywc.

The News:& Observer

FRIDAY OCTOBER 9,2009
 Corrections

Guest writer Domenic Powell’s Faceoff column on Page IB on Monday stated erroneously that retired UNC Chapel Hill Professor Elliot Cramer had called Powell personally a ''coward" and a "fascist;” Instead, Cramer used those terms to characterize the creators of anonymous campus fliers and protesters who disrupted a cam​pus speech. Powell was not among them.

______________________________________________________________________________________

                     Emails to Domenic Powell AND OTHERS (no response)

	Subject: 
	your statement

	Date: 
	Mon, 05 Oct 2009 08:25:56 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	powelldr@email.unc.edu

	CC: 
	Cathy Packer <clpacker@email.unc.edu>, Matthew Eisley <matthew.eisley@newsobserver.com>


you say

"Instead of helping to defuse a very tense public discourse, Cramer 
consistently made things worse. Before this incident, Cramer called me a 
"coward" and "fascist" for claims I have made against the YWC leadership 
as a columnist for The Daily Tar Heel."

Where did I say that?  It seems to me that this is slander and I'd like 
a retraction.  You seem to have a problem with the truth

The only place I have written about you is in a letter to the editor  
and it is on my website

Cathy Packer said at the free speech discussion that false statements 
are not protected speech and that the Tarheel should not publish false 
statements

	Subject: 
	Re: your statement further comments

	Date: 
	Mon, 05 Oct 2009 16:21:53 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	powelldr@email.unc.edu

	CC: 
	Cathy Packer <clpacker@email.unc.edu>, Matthew Eisley <matthew.eisley@newsobserver.com>, Andrew Dunn <andrewmdunn@gmail.com>

	References: 
	<4AC9E5D4.5070004@email.unc.edu>


1. It was ALWAYS a private correspondence to Nikhil which I
copied to the Chancellor and to Haley

2. You do not know that the threats came from YWC sympathizers;
YWC has very few members.  It is far more likely that the threats
came from Tancredo sympathizers or even more likely from
ultra-rightwing crazies who have nothing to do with either.

3. With regard to the threats, I wrote her on September 7 in
response to her Email saying

"Even so, I think the backlash against me from white supremacists
because of the arrest (forums on stormfront, metapedia, blogs,
etc) is alarming, primarily because it belies the terrifying
views and desires of these folks (for me to be raped and killed,
for the world to be rid of black people, for white power to
remain unchallenged in this country, etc."


I haven't seen any evidence of this but I would not approve of
that kind of behavior. I actually went to the stormfront website
to see what they said about you.  The closest thing to being
raped is "The good news is, being a Lesbian she's not going to
breed.::cough:: intentionally. haha, no but seriously she's going
to get gang raped by the villagers"

My comment could hardly be regarded as a threat to HER.  At most
it was a statement that I could defend myself from those who
would do me harm.  Obviously that is not Haley.  I have three
consecutive Emails labeled
some thoughts on Court and racism
Good luck
Congratulations
which testify to my good will towards her.  Evidently you did not
bother to read them on my website.

4. What public discourse?  There was none and exactly how did I
make it worse?  I did not know anything about you until today. 
The idea that I would call you a fascist and a coward, based on a
poorly written and poorly documented Tarheel article is
preposterous.

5.  You misquote the Chancellor; he said "It is certainly not
consistent with the civil discourse we are trying to promote."

6.  Unlike Haley Koch, I AM committed to civil discourse.  That
is why I agreed to be the YWC adviser.

7.  I made no threats and the only people I insulted were those
who prevented Tancredo from speaking and who distributed an
anonymous scurrilous flier.  Like my friend Hugon, the new
adviser, I believe that they can be fairly described as fascists. 
If you were one of them, it certainly applies to you too.

Bad as your original article was, this is far worse.  You deserve
a grade of F.  I would think that Professor Packer would agree.

	Subject: 
	Dominick Powell

	Date: 
	Mon, 05 Oct 2009 21:58:23 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Andrew Dunn <andrewmdunn@gmail.com>

	CC: 
	Cathy Packer <clpacker@email.unc.edu>, "Hugon J. Karwowski" <khugon@physics.unc.edu>, James C Clemens <clemens@physics.unc.edu>, Jon Curtis <jon@email.unc.edu>, Holden Thorp <holden_thorp@unc.edu>


I have just received this statement by Dominick Powell who wrote an 
article for the Tarheel criticizing YWC

I am not a member of SDS nor am I one of the anonymous makers of the flier.
I am a known member of the UNC Protester's Defense Committee, along with
Haley Koch, which serves as the central hub for for any YWC-opposition
activities since April 14th.

He was listed as only a "columnist" when his article "Pause helpful for 
calmer analysis" was published.  How do you justify publishing a false 
and misleading column from a biased source while refusing to publish a 
response from the adviser of YWC.  As you know, he has now made false 
and slanderous statements about me in the N&O.  I doubt that he revealed 
his connection to the N&O before publication of his column today.  
Again, he is listed there only as a "columnist".  Do you think that this 
is ethical publishing?
_________________________________________________________________________

	Subject: 
	apology

	Date: 
	Tue, 06 Oct 2009 16:42:40 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Cathy Packer <clpacker@email.unc.edu>


The N&O is writing an apology for publishing Powell's false statements.  
Matthew was particularly apologetic for not questioning Powell about his 
connection with Haley.  He assumed NO connection in view of the 
Tarheel's listing him as only a "columnist" in his Tarheel article.  I 
wonder  if you have anything to say to Andrew about the propriety of his 
publishing Powell's article, given his obvious and unstated bias, and 
refusing to publish my response.  Matthew has indicated that the policy 
you recommended for the Tarheel on free speech day is NOT the policy of 
the N&O.  I'm sure that he would be happy to discuss it with you

Elliot

	Subject: 
	Domenic Powell - "a known member of the UNC Protester's Defense Committee,"

	Date: 
	Wed, 07 Oct 2009 09:43:14 -0400

	From: 
	Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

	Organization: 
	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	To: 
	Harrison Jobe <hjobe@email.unc.edu>

	CC: 
	Andrew Dunn <andrewmdunn@gmail.com>, amdunn@email.unc.edu, "Hugon J. Karwowski" <khugon@physics.unc.edu>, James C Clemens <clemens@physics.unc.edu>, Jon Curtis <jon@email.unc.edu>, Holden Thorp <holden_thorp@unc.edu>, pnikhil <pnikhil@email.unc.edu>, Cathy Packer <clpacker@email.unc.edu>, abechtel@email.unc.edu




You will recall that you published a column by Powell with false statements about YWC and refused to publish a response by me.  You identified him only as a columnist.  A few days ago the N&O on Faceoff published a column including more false statements by Powell,  in fact actual lies, ie that I had called  Powell  a "coward" and a "fascist".  I do not believe that lies are "free speech.   Mathew Eisley called me yesterday to apologize and to say that the N&O will be running a retraction.  He assumed that Powell had no association with the protesters because YOU had identified him as only a columnist.   I have written and called Andrew Dunn about this but have received no response.  Certainly the failure to acknowledge Powell's association was an ethical lapse.  Are you NOW going to publish an apology and allow me to make a response of comparable length.

See
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local_state/story/126853.html
Let free speech thrive on campus - even if it's ugly

http://www.dailytarheel.com/content/pause-helpful-calmer-analysis
Pause helpful for calmer analysis

